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Talwanese Assoclation of America
Mr. James Francis Moriarty
Chairman
American Institute In Talwan - Washington Headquarters
1700 N Moore St # 1700,
Arlington, VA 22209

March 17, 2019

Dear Chairman Moriarty,

On behalf of the Talwanese Association of America [TAA-USA), | am writing this letter to express our concern about
Talpel Mayor Ko Wen-Je's negative remarks on US-Taiwan relations and the impact his flagrantly insensitive pattern of
speaking without cansideration for political correctness, This extends beyond Taiwanese issues in instances when he
stated the Holocaust has been a publicity opportunity for Israel. "I later discovered that Israelis treat this incident as an
impartant [opportunity for] international education or international publicity,” he said

As one of the biggest and oldest Talwanese American organizations in the U.5,, we along with our extended community,
have made the difficult decision to ban TAA sponsored activities with Mayor Ko during his upcoming visit. We came to
this decision with difficulty because it is not in our nature as Taiwanese to close our doors to visitars. However, this
stance is one that we are united on with peers in other Talwanese and Talwanese American interest groups.

Ever since his re-election campaign last year, Mayor Ko has been erroneously portraying US-Taiwan relations. In his
interview with Bloamberg last October, he characterized the U S, - Taiwan relationship as a transactional one, saying
that “Taiwan Is only a product on the shelf.” We were extremely frustrated to see the Mayor of our Capital furthering
Beijing government’s united front agenda and tioning the US. s
against Chinese aggression for decades.

to defending Taiwan

We are alsc angered by Mayor Ko characterization of U.S, military support to Taiwan as selling a useless "flat drill bit.”
His ignorance in the arena of strategic initiatives illustrates ignorance in that LS. support has been a major point in
deterring war in the Talwan Strait for sixty years. With every comment and action he voices, he continues to move closer
1o the agenda of the Chinese communist party. This has not escaped Beijing’s notice. The more pleased they are with
Mayor Ko's ideology, the more concerned we are as American citizens.

AIT's dedication to supporting Taiwan, including the implementation of the Taiwan Travel Act that Mayor Ko is visiting.
under, is not a transactional action as what he has implied. As American citizens, we urge you to tread carefully when
approving future visits from Mayor Ko's as well as exercise more caution in regard to monitoring his upcoming visit.
Containing Mayor Ko's negative views on the US-Taiwan relations is for the mutual interests of the two countries,

In the meantime, TAA-LISA encourages the LS. government to continue its support for Taiwan for the peace and
stability of the Indo-Pacific region. We thank you for your continued service to Taiwanese and Taiwanese American
citizens alike.

Sincerely,

_&?{/’:/’Zy }Lf i

Shawfang Jeng

President, Taiwanese Association of America
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